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Synopsis

Some 200 years ago, when the Potawatomi Indians were still among the region’s primary
inhabitants, there was a winding river that was christened "Coeur de Cerf"-the heart of a stag.
Legend has it that the earliest settlers were captivated by a small island that resembled an elk’s
heart. By 1832, Havilah Beardsley began to lay the foundation for what would soon be known as the
village of Elkhart. The little island which inspired the Elkhart name would later be called "Island
Park." There were only a few dozen lots in that first plat, but by 1858, Elkhart was incorporated as a
growing and bustling new city. Today, Elkhart is recognized as being one of northern Indiana’s most
enterprising communities, as well as one of the most culturally diverse. Throughout its long and
illustrious history, Elkhart has been blessed with a celebration of successes, in fields ranging from
musical instruments to pharmaceuticals to recreational vehicles. The images in this book offer a
glimpse into the events that helped shape Elkhart into the marvelous city it has become, truly, the

"city with a heart" in both name and spirit.
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Customer Reviews

Author Amy (Lant) WengerA has beenA a professional writer since the age of 16; her award-winning
work has appeared in newspapers spanning four counties, including the South Bend Tribune, the
Elkhart Truth, the Goshen News, and the Bremen Enquirer. She credits her family for instilling her
love of historical writing and genealogy. She currently resides inA Wakarusa, IndianaA with her

husband, Larry, and their three children, Hannah, Rebekah, and Josiah.



Big hit with my friend from Elkhart. She refers to it ALL the time.

Some nice, interesting, and not often seen photographs... although poorly printed. The text, what
there is of it, is often misleading, or incorrect. There are much better history books of this very

interesting city... my hometown.
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